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Reading Response 
Journal Starters 

 
1.  Make a prediction – what do you 
think will happen next? 
 
2. What are the themes of your 
book? 

 
3. What is the setting of your book?  
How does this affect the story? 
 
4. Compare yourself to the main 
character – what are the 
similarities and differences? 
 
5. What is the author’s purpose of 
writing this book? Explain. 
 
6.  If I met my character, I would 
ask him/her… 
 
7.  Make a text to self connection 
(How does this book compare to my 
life?) 
 
8.  What part did you enjoy most in 
the story?  Why?  
 
9.  What part did you not like about 
the story?  Why? 



 
10.  What part of the story  
confused you?   
 
11. What questions do you have for 
the author of this book? 

 
12.  What are your opinions on the 
characters in the story?  Provide 
examples from the book. 
 
13.  If you could change the ending 
of your story, what would happen? 
 
14.  The saddest thing that happened 
in my book was …. 
 
15.  Describe the conflicts in your 
story.  What was the solution, or 
what do you think will happen to 
solve the problem? 
 
16.  Compare this story (the 
characters, plot, setting) to another 
story you have read. (Text to text 
connection) 
 
17.  How is this book like our society 
and our world? (Text to world 
connection) 
 
18.  Would you want to be friends 
with your character? Why or why 
not? 



 
19. What words best describe your 
character’s personality?  Use 
examples from the story. 

 
20.  The last thing that happened in 
my book was… 
 
21.  What are some important 
vocabulary, and how do they relate 
to the theme? 
 
22.  What parts of the book seem 
believable and unbelievable? Why? 
 
23.  Do you think the title fits the 
book?  Why or why not? 
 
24.  How have you changed after 
reading this book?  Explain. 
 
25. Write a poem:  
A. From a character’s viewpoint 
B.  About the setting 
C. About the theme of the book 
 
26. In the sequel to this book, the 
following should happen… 
 
27. What type of reader would enjoy 
this book and why? 
 
28. If the book were set 100 years in 
the future or the past, how would 
the conflict change? 


